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Practice profile

Züst Gübeli Gambetti
Architektur und Städtebau AG
A Portrait
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Fifty-two
individuals
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Three floors

... where our ideas
take shape.
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One philosophy

‘A building must achieve
the impossible: its rigid form
must accommodate
ever-changing shades
of use.’

Architecture that
engages
For us, architecture involves more than responding to a site and meeting a client’s brief: it means creating urban ‘building blocks’ that activate
their surroundings, connect with the end user
and passer-by, engage in dialogue with the city
and initiate urban change.
Guided by past experiences but open to
new ideas, we seek out the creative potential
in limited resources and rethink the everyday to reveal practical new solutions. Where
others see only problems, we use fresh approaches to uncover opportunities for renewal
and repurposing.
We believe in an architecture of possibility, in architecture that speaks an accessible
language and gently transports tried-and-tested design strategies into the here and now. We
aim to build architecture that people will value
and want around for future generations.
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One profile

‘An open creative process
depends on an expansive world
view, one peopled with diverse
backgrounds, lifestyles and
approaches.’

From 0 to 52
in 7 years
Established in 2010, Züst Gübeli Gambetti is
off to a remarkably promising and productive
start: within its first five years, the firm won 25
competitions and developed more than 300 projects, including a number of ongoing large-scale
mixed-use developments. The firm has grown in
pace with its workload, from the three founding
partners Roman Züst, Michel Gübeli and Andrea
Gambetti to a team of 52.
In addition to reflecting the reputation
that Züst Gübeli Gambetti has earned to date
with its architectural work, its early success is
evidence of the confidence placed in the young
practice by its clients and of their appreciation
of the firm as a significant player in the construction field. Moreover, it attests to the diverse skills and talents of the team, who form the
backbone of the office with their hard work and
dedication.

Company name
Züst Gübeli Gambetti
Architektur
und Städtebau AG

Founding partners
Roman Züst
Michel Gübeli
Andrea Gambetti

Established in
2010

Location
8005 Zürich,
Switzerland

Team
52 staff members, including
19 ETH Zurich graduates
17 FH (university of applied
sciences) graduates
10 graduates with Dipl. Ing.
architecture degrees
1 design draughtsman
1 apprentice
1 intern
1 architectural visualiser
2 administrative staff

A few specifics
48% women
14 nationalities
535 cumulative years of
experience
36.5 years of age, on average
33 full-time positions
19 part-time positions
900 m2 of office space
50 m2 of workshop
5 kinds of espresso
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A wide spectrum

‘From designing lamps
to building neighbourhoods,
from abstract possibility
to bricks and mortar.’

We are mediators, translators,
designers and creators.
Sometimes even psychics.
We are architects—with a taste for urban design
and an eye for the details. No wonder our work
spans a wide spectrum of disciplines. We consider, design, develop and construct at every scale: from individual buildings to urban concepts,
from interior architecture to product design, all
the while with a view to the larger context.
We enjoy gazing into the future. That’s
why we try to transcend time and space with
shifts in perspective. Regardless of whether
we’re tinkering with feasibility studies, site
redevelopments or sustainable construction
methods, we pinpoint which cogs to tune and
tweak, tailoring the scope and shape of our services according to each task at hand.

Design expertise
Architecture
Urban design
Interior architecture
Project development
General planning

Strategic planning
Site potential analyses
Feasibility studies
Preliminary design studies
Collaborative planning
Master plans
Site redevelopments
Gestaltungspläne, Richtprojekte
(Swiss planning instruments)

Planning services
All phases per SIA definition, from concept
design to construction
documentation
General planning
Building Information
Modelling (BIM)
Sustainability planning
(social, economic, ecological)

Consulting
‘Sieve method’ portfolio
evaluations
‘Bring together’ concepts
Strategic property analyses
’Mid-stream’ client consultation
Jury work
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2010 — Schaffhauserstrasse residential building,
Zurich, Zurich IMRE AG
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Twenty-five
1st prizes

2012 — Surber-Areal
mixed-use development,
Zurich, Surber Immobilien
AG

2013 — ‘Amelia’ residential building, Glattpark, Opfikon, Mettler2Invest AG/
Helvetia Swiss Insurance
Company Ltd

2015 — Dietlimoos-Moos
mixed-use development,
Adliswil, Allreal Generalunternehmung AG

2010 —Erlen offices, Wollerau, Ethna Capital AG
2012 — Löwenstrasse mixed-use building, Zurich,
PSP Properties Ltd

2013 — Seewies residential development, Güttingen, HRS Real Estate AG

2015 — Hurdnerwäldlistrasse villa, Pfäffikon /SZ,
private client

2010 — Hero-Areal mixed-use development,
Lenzburg, Losinger Marazzi AG
2012 — Lux Lieli residential development, Oberwil-Lieli, SMP Immobilien
AG

2013 — Cham Nord 01
mixed-use development,
Cham, HIAG Immobilien
Schweiz AG

2015 — Fiches Nord
residential development,
Lausanne, Vaudoises Assurances

Generalica AG
2011 — HCP office and
seminar building, ETH
Zurich, Real Estate
ETHZF Ltd
2012 — Google Headquarters 2.0 expansion, Zurich,
Google Switzerland GmbH

2014 — Schlösslistrasse,
residental development,Zurich, Lark Hill Ltd

2015 — Areal Musikvertrieb mixed-use development, Zurich, Musikvertrieb AG

2011 — Erlenmatt-Areal
West mixed-use development, Basel, Losinger
Marazzi AG
2013 — Bionstrasse
residential development,
Zurich, Lark Hill Ltd

2015 — Kürbergstrasseresidential development,
Zurich, Spross Immobilien

2016 — Gattiker-Areal,
residential development,
Wädenswil Au, Mettler2Invest AG
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Our past

Google Headquarters Expansions 2.0, Zurich

Alfred-Escher-Strasse, Zurich

Uitikon-Waldegg, Zurich

Lycée Français de Zurich, Dübendorf

«Wrighthouse» Glattpark, Opfikon

HCP office and seminar building, ETH Zurich
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Our present

Surber-Areal, Zurich

Saurer-Areal Werk2, Arbon

Nova Brunnen-Areal, Brunnen

«Milano», Kloten

Alpenstrasse, Zug

Cham Nord 01, Cham
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Our shared
future?

‘The building he envisions is
still virtual, a mere possibility;
the place where it will stand, a
vacant plot. But then — all at
once — anything, quite literally,
becomes possible.’
Cees Nooteboom in: Ex Nihilo

Contact

Roman Züst
Dipl. Architekt ETH / SIA
Msc Real Estate (CUREM)
T: +41 44 455 37 51
M: +41 78 772 18 87
zuest@z2g.ch

Michel Gübeli
Dipl. Architekt ETH / SIA
T: +41 44 455 37 57
M: +41 76 386 45 84
guebeli@z2g.ch

Andrea Gambetti
Dipl. Architekt HTL / SIA
T: +41 44 455 37 50
M: +41 79 275 81 81
gambetti@z2g.ch

